
Museum matters
Thanks to all the volunteers
and visitors who made our
Veteran’s Day Exhibit a big
success. We honored
Oakdale’s veterans and told
the stories of some of the
remarkable men, women
and even animals that have
served our country through
the years. A special feature
is a slide show featuring
local veterans from all the
service branches over the
last 110 years. It will
continue to be available to
view in the Haidlen
Research Room. 

Visit us!

OAKDALE MUSEUM & HISTORY CENTER
NOVEMBER  2025

Veterans Day 

212 WEST F STREET
WWW.OAKDALEMUSEUM.ORG

 209-844-5161
OAKDALEMUSEUM95361@GMAIL.COM

Thursdays 1-4 pm
Fridays 1-4 pm

or by appointment

In October, Don Riise
and Kathy Laurenz
hosted 30 docents
from the San Joaquin
County Museum at
the Oakdale Museum
and History Center.
Many of our
neighbors didn’t
know that before the
establishment of
Stanislaus County in
1854, our area was
part of San Joaquin
County.  

We Love Visitors



 please consider renewing your membership or joining today
Name __________________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________
Email______________________________________Phone_______________________
 Individual__$25          Family__$50        Corporate__$150      Donation_________

 return to Friends of Oakdale Heritage  
 PO Box 2212 Oakdale, CA 95361

or join online at www.oakdalemuseum.org
Friends of Oakdale Hertiage is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization

We were profoundly saddened in
October by the sudden death of our
dear friend and long-time museum
volunteer, Daryl Willey. Daryl made
key contributions to our Oakdale
history book and was generous in
sharing his memories, knowledge,
expertise, and insights, always
delivered with a warm smile. We miss
him and are deeply appreciative of
generous donations to the museum
given in Daryl’s memory by Robert
Willey, Ruth Godfrey, Barbara Bidal,
Oliver Harrison and Don Riise. 

Daryl Willey

Oakdale Christmas Circa 1895
Brothers James and Otis Ames, successful
inventors of well-drilling equipment, came
from Maine to Oakdale and married sisters.
Their family Christmas picture from about 1895
shows them in front of a decorated orange tree.
The photo became a post card that circulated
throughout the country advertising Oakdale’s
mild winter climate. (Don Riise colorized the
original black and white photo.)


